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USDA Announces $14 Billion in Additional Funding for Farmers Impacted 
by COVID-19 Market Disruptions 

 

President Donald J. Trump and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced 
up to an additional $14 billion dollars for agricultural producers who continue to face market 
disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21st and run through December 11, 
2020. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being made available from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES Act to support row crops, 
livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and many additional commodities. USDA has 
incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 based from stakeholder engagement and public 
feedback to better meet the needs of impacted farmers and ranchers.  
  
There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all commodities combined. 
Applicants who are corporations, limited liability companies, limited partnerships may qualify 
for additional payment limits when members actively provide personal labor or personal 
management for the farming operation. In addition, this special payment limitation provision 
has been expanded to include trusts and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2. 
  
Producers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross Income limitation of 
$900,000 unless at least 75 percent or more of their income is derived from farming, ranching 
or forestry-related activities. Producers must also be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation provisions. 
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Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices. This 
program provides financial assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased 
marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. Producers will be compensated for 
ongoing market disruptions and assisted with the associated marketing costs. 
 
Additional information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap. 
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested. All 
other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment 
information, can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, 
including those who participated in CFAP 1, many documents are likely already on file. 
Producers should check with FSA county office to see if any of the forms need to be updated.  
  
Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-
508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages with the team at the FSA county office. 
 
You can also read a press release announcing this additional funding here.  

 

Webinar on How to Apply 
 

A webinar to assist farmers in applying or these new funds will be held Thursday, 
September 24 at Noon Pacific Daylight Time (3:00 EDT).  
 
Please preregister here. All webinars are recorded and will be posted for viewing later at the 
FSA webinar page.  
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